Pycckuii si3p1x 101
Work for Week Eight, Mon Oct 12 — Mon Oct 19
Monday, October 12

Today you will enjoy individual conferences with me in class. Be sure and come if you are not
ill. Mid-term grades and achievements to date will be under discussion.

Tuesday, October 13

Begin Lesson 4.

Possession and non-possession, existence and non-existence in Russian.
Genitive case of nouns and personal pronouns.

Notes on the grammar of possession.

To express possession, Russian says 'by me is X'. ‘Me’ is in the genitive
case (for pronouns, this is the same as the forms used with meHs 30ByT,
Bac 30BYT), ‘is’ is the word ecTb, emphasing existence or possession and X
(the thing possessed) is in the nominative. Thus:

Y Hac ecTb koMnbtoTOop. We have a computer. Grammatically, 'by us (GEN) is
computer (NOM)'

Y Hero ecTb 6pat u cecTtpa. He has a brother and a sister. 'by him

(GEN) is brother and sister (NOM)

Y MeHs ecTb oM n MawmHa. | have a house and a car.

Y Heé ecTb posinb 1 Tenesndop. She has a piano and a television.

Y Hac ecTb waxmatbl. We have a chess set.

The word ecTb is omitted if emphasis is on the quality of the entity
possessed (an adjective), or its location:

Y Hac HoBasi kBapTupa. We have a new apartment. 'by us (GEN)
new apartment (NOM)'

Y Hux y>acHbit cocen. They have a terrible neighbor. 'by them
(GEN) horrible neighbor (NOM)'

[oe y Tebs waxmatbl? Where do you have the chess set? 'Where
by you (GEN) chess set (NOM)?'

Y Te65 ManeHbkas cobaka. You have a little dog.

To say that something is not possessed, is missing, or does not exist,
Russian uses HeT 'there is not' and the genitive. (This is not the same HeT



meaning ‘no’.)

For genitive forms of nouns, see p. 130. Literally this comes out '(by X -) is not
-of Y'.

Y MeHst HeT nanbl. | have no father. 'by me (GEN) is-not of

father (GEN)'

HeT Bora? Does God (60r) not exist?

HeTt Boaku. There is no vodka. 'is-not of vodka (GEN)'

Y Hero poma HeT TeTpagku. He has no notebook at home.

B Poccun yxe HeT koMMmyHM3Ma. In Russia there is no longer

communism.

34ecb HeT ocTaHOBKM aBpobyca. There is no bus stop here.

Clearly we need to know the forms of the genitive. They are given on p.

130 (pronouns) and 132 (nouns). This will take some time. Enjoy!

Russian, in possessive phrases, is very different from languages we are generally
familiar with.

Note that in the negative there is no nominative subject. It is characteristic of
Russian in many constructions to fail to present a nominative subject.

(Cool)

The video introduces us to this construction in the context of gom Homep

3. The first three remarks on the video are:

OKHO HeNb3sl OTKPbITb.
window (acc) — it is impossible — to open
BOAbl HET

of water (gen) — there is not

[BEPb HENb3S OTKPbITb

door (acc) — it is impossible — to open.

These are magnificent examples of Russian impersonals — sentences
without a nominative subject.
Study the video!!

ecTb there is, there are
HeT there is not, there are not




HeT BOAbl there is no water

BoAa eCTb there is water

ecTb npobnema there’s a problem

ayul shower

non floor

npeKpacHo splendid (adverb)

Henb3A it is impossible

HEBO3MOXXHO it is impossible

KOMMbIOTEP computer

Tenesnsop television

BaHHa bathtub

xonOaHbIv cold

xonoaUnbHuK refrigerator

nblnecoc vacuum cleaner

6y aAMNbHUK alarm clock

3a4em why, for what purpose, with what end?

noyemy why, by what cause?

3a4eM BaHHa, eCnu HeT BoAbl why have a tub when there’s no water

Kowemap nightmare

asepb (K.) door

3aKpbITb to close

OTKpPbITb to open

€CTb Yenosek, ecTb npobnema, HeT If there’s a person, there’s a problem; if

Yyenoseka, HeT Npobnemsbl there’s no person, there’s no problem
(Mafia wisdon)

For Tuesday, October 13

Study video. Study forms of genitive, pp. 130 and 132. Please write
workbook 4.1, A, b, I', [, E XK. Audit tracks 1-4 in Langstream.

Video! Video!
For Wednesday, October 14

Review video (naturally). Write 3, K, J1, M. Audit tracks 5-8. Study
dialogues 1 and 2, p. 136, and exer. 12, p. 135.

Wednesday is mid-term!




Thursday and Friday --- Fall Break! Fly to Vermont for foliage

for Monday, October 19

Brief, non-invasive quiz on 4.1; basic video events and possessive / non-possessive
phrases we studied on Tuesday and Wednesday. You don’t need the whole vocab list,
just the forms we’ll have studied in class. We will review briefly before the quiz.



