Pycckuin a3biK 101
Ypok Homep 4

4.1 Grammar: possession and non-possession or non-existence. Genitive
case of nouns and personal pronouns.

Notes on the grammar of possession.

To express possession, Russian says '‘by me is X'. ME is in the genitive
case (for pronouns, this is the same as the forms used with MeHs1 30BYyT,
Bac 30ByT), IS is the word ecTtb, emphasing existence or possession and X
(the thing possessed) is in the nominative. Note:

Y Hac eCTb KOMNbIOTOP. We have a computer 'by us (GEN) is
computer (NOM)'

Y Hero ecTb G6paT u cecTpa. He has a brother and a sister. 'by him
(GEN) is brother and sister (NOM)

Y MeHf ecTb AOM M MalWuHa. | have a house and a car.

Y Heé eCTb POSAAIAb U TEAEBU30P. She has a piano and a television.
Y HacC eCTb WaxXMaThbl. We have a chess set.

The word ecTb is omitted if emphasis is on the quality of the entity
possessed (an adjective), or its location:

Y Hac HOBaA KBapTUpa. We have a new apartment. 'by us (GEN)
new apartment (NOM)'

Y HUX Y)KaCHbIA COCEA. They have a terrible neighbor. ‘by them
(GEN) horrible neighbor (NOM)*

FAe y Te6s waxmartbi? Where do you have the chess set? ‘Where

by you (GEN) chess set (NOM)?'
Y Te69 MaAeHbKaAa cobaka. You have a little dog.

To say that something is not possessed, is missing, or does not exist,
Russian uses HeT 'there is not' and the genitive. For genitive forms of
nouns, see p. 130. Literally this comes out ‘(by X -) is not - of Y'.

Y MeHA HeT nanbl. | have no father. 'by me (GEN) is-not of
father (GEN)'
Het bora? Does God (60r) not exist?

HeT BOAKM. There is no vodka. 'is-not of vodka (GEN)'



Y Hero AoMa HeT TeTpaaKu. He has no notebook at home.

B Poccuu y)xe HeT KOMMYHU3Ma. In Russia there is no longer
communism.

3A€eCb HEeT OCTAaHOBKU aBpoOYyca. There is no bus stop here.

Clearly we need to know the forms of the genitive. They are given on p.
130 (pronouns) and 132 (nouns). This will take some time. Enjoy!
Russian, in possessive phrases, is very different from languages we
know. Note that in negative there is no nominative subject. (Cool)

The video introduces us to this construction in the context of AOM HOMep
3. The first three remarks on the video are:

OKHO HEeAb3fl OTKPbITb.
window (acc) — it is impossible — to open

BOAbI HET
of water (gen) — there is not

ABEpb HEeAb3sl OTKPbITb
door (acc) — it is impossible — to open.

These are magnificent examples of Russian impersonals — sentences
without a nominative subject.

Study the video!!

ecTb there is, there are (introduces an
indefinite nominal)

HeT there is not (+ gen case of non-
existing thing)

HeT BOAbI there isn't any water

BOAQ €CTb we have water

npo6AemMa problem

Ayul shower

MoA floor

npeKpacHo splendid

HeAb3f it is impossible

HEeBO3MOXXHO it is impossible

KOMNbIOTEP computer




TeAeBU3op television

BAaHHA bathtub

XOAOAHBIA cold

XOAOAUABHUK refrigerator

nbiA€COC vaccuum cleaner (= dust sucker)
OYAUABHUK alarm clock

3ayeM why, for what purpose

noyemy why, from what cause or reason
ecAu if

3a4yeM BaHHAQ, eCAU HET BOADI

why have a tub if you have no
water

KoLwmMap

nightmare

ABepb (fem)

door; acc is ABepb, gen-prep ABepu

npeKpacHbIN

wonderful, splendid

For Tuesday, March 14

Study video. Study forms of genitive, pp. 130 and 132. Please write
workbook 4.1, A, b, I, A, E X. Audit tracks 1-4 in Langstream.

Video! Video!

For Wednesday, March 15

Review video (naturally). Write 3, K, A, M. Audit tracks 5-8. Study
dialogues 1 and 2, p. 136, and exer. 12, p. 135.

For Friday, March 17

Prepare for short quiz on 4.1. Listen to the audio tapes. Review
formation of the genitive; this takes time. Learn vocabulary flat.

Practice NOM vs. GEN

Ectb 3Aecb (computers?)
Y MeHs (a big problem).

NounhWN-=

Y (sister) HeT BOAbI B KBapTupe.
Y Te6s (an interesting profession)?

Y Hac HeT [posiAb -m]. (use soft vowel letter)
Y (professor lvanov) eCtb AOM U MalUUHaA.
B HoBoM OpAeaHe ecTb (a good orchestra: cMM@POHUUYECKUI OPKECTP)




8. B Poccum yxe ectb (freedom of the press: cBo60Aa NneyaTu).

9. AOMa y MeHSfl CTOA U AUBAH eCTb, HO HeT (shower or bathtub).

10.3aAecb HeT (a floor or a wall); 3TO 0OUeHb NAOXas KBapTUpa.

11.A y MeHs1 HeT (apartment).

12.Y (Cepreu UBaHOBUY) HOBAA XXeHa. OHa OYeHb CUMMNATUYHAA.
(remove 1 and use 1. After 4, you can use a).

13.Y HUX TeAeBU30p eCTb, HO OH cTapbin. Y Tedon (a new TV)?

14.(A brother) y MeHSs1 yXXe ecTb, HO (father and mother) HeT. (MaTb has
the gen. maTepu; MmamMa has a regular gen).

15.Y Hac Aooma (milk) HeT. U (bread) ToXe HeT.

16.A (vodka) ecTb. TO XOpoLuo!

17.3710 0o4eHb NAOXO0. A y (door) HeT (handle: pyuka). (soft fem ABepb will
remove soft sign and add u. After velars, bl > u).

18.Y MeHs HeT (dog), HO (cat) eCcTb. Y MeHS KOLLKa MaAeHbKas, HO
cuMnaTuyHas. (watch velar bl > n).

19.Y (HataAbs1 UBaHOBHA) O4EeHb CUMMNATUYHDBINA MYX. (take off 5, use soft
vowel letteru )

20.A y MeHs (husband) HeT.



