
French C system’s economy. 59   5 binary decisions:

nasal/oral   --  if oral, then  abrupt-cont and tense-lax  (voicing and frication)

compact/diffuse  -- if diffuse then grave-acute. (dental or labial)  

Each has from 2 to 5 features. 

p b f v m t d s z n k g š ž ň

nas - - - - + - - - - + - - - - +

abr + + - - 0 + + - - 0 + + - - 0

ten + - + - 0 + - + - 0 + - + - 0

com - - - - - - - - - - + + + + +

grav + + + + + - - - - - 0 0 0 0 0


