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Project Overview
Entire LA 1 Project
The entire La 1 project includes the following:

•Future project is four lanes of elevated structure
(like I-310) from Golden Meadow through Leeville to 
Port Fourchon. (Shown in green, yellow, purple, red) 

•This includes 
•Twin high level fixed structures crossing 
Bayou Lafourche. (Shown in purple)
•North and South connectors. (Shown in 
yellow)
•One full interchange at North Connector and 
the main line.

•Toll Plazas at Golden Meadow and the North
Connector.

•The length of the entire of the new project is 16 
miles. Current project construction is called Phase 1, 
which is broken into phases – 1A, 1B, 1C



Context Sensitive Design (CSD)

• Is the art of creating public works projects that 
meet the needs of the users, the neighboring 
communities, and the environment. 

• It integrates projects into their context or setting in 
a sensitive manner 
– through careful planning, 
– through consideration of different perspectives, and 
– by tailoring designs to particular project circumstances.
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How ?

• CSD must use a collaborative, inter-
disciplinary approach

• It must include early involvement of key 
stakeholders
– to ensure that the transportation project is not 

only “moving safely and efficiently,”
– but to ensure it is also in harmony with the 

natural, social, economic, and cultural 
environment.



Collaborative, interdisciplinary team
• Bridge engineers and Safety specialists
• Environmental Permitting
• Construction permitting
• Cultural resources surveyors
• Natural environment stakeholders (agencies)
• Property Owners
• Navigational Community
• Traffic Users 

– Grand Isle
– Trucking industry
– Port of Fourchon

• Security and law enforcement agencies
• Toll agencies



CSD - A “new” approach
• CSD requires

– an early and continuous commitment to public 
involvement,

– flexibility in exploring new solutions, and 
– an openness to new ideas. 

• Community members play an important role in identifying 
local and regional problems and solutions that may 
better meet and balance the needs of all stakeholders. 

• Early public involvement can help reduce expensive and 
time-consuming rework later on and thus contributes to 
more efficient project development.



Six key principles guide CSD:

1. Balance safety, mobility, community, and 
environmental goals in the project

2. Involve the public and affected agencies early and 
continuously.

3. Use an interdisciplinary team tailored to project 
needs.

4. Address all modes of travel.
5. Apply flexibility inherent in design standards.
6. Incorporate aesthetics as an integral part of good 

design.
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Public
Interaction

through
web pages
www.La1coalition.org
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Public Interaction through web pages
www.La1project.com
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Balance safety, mobility, 
community, and environmental 

goals in the project



Balance for environment



Balance for community / environment
through mitigation sites

Sample Plans Draw
ing



Permanent + 
“Staging Area” Fill

Access at South end of 
project

Balance for safety and environment



T2 – North Approach

T3 – Main Span

T4 – Low Level Trestle

T5 – Low Level trestle



Balance community, and environment



Test Pile Canal Dredge Spoils 
used for Marsh Creation



Earlier geophysical work used non-intrusive 
over-marsh equipment only

Balance community, and environment



CPT’s from floating air boats

Balance community, and environment



Top Down Construction Permitted (1A)



Balance for safety and community –
design for all natural hazards



LA 1 Bridge Project – A DOTD 
Context Sensitive Design



LA 1 Bridge 
Project –

A DOTD Context 
Sensitive Design




