The Case Studies

At the end of each semester, all instructors of writing courses must submit at least two miniature case-studies to the Director of Composition for inclusion in their teaching portfolios.  These case-studies provide an opportunity to reflect in detail on the efficacy of one’s teaching, and, as such, are a key element in the portfolio and an excellent tool for assessing our program’s performance. 

Follow these guidelines to create end-of-semester case-studies: 

First, simply choose two students whose development over the semester strikes you as interesting or worthy of special study, then gather up all of their work, and write a brief (one-paged, single spaced) reflection on each student. Rather than photocopy all of the student’s writings, simply quote particularly telling passages from various phases of the semester (especially, early and late) by way of describing how that student improved. 
In developing each case-study, assess the degree to which the student’s work for the semester is marked by increasing complexity and increasing coherence, and, as you do, reflect on the efficacy of your own particular teaching strategies, lessons, assignments, or ways of responding to student work.  

You might focus on any number of aspects of the student’s work as they have evolved over the preceding months: for example, you might focus on the introductory paragraphs, or the integration of quotes from course-readings, or the relative depth of evocative detail in the writing or of critical reflection, or the sense of academic audience as manifest in authorial voice, or the relative ambition of the revisions, or the relative degree of urgency or nuance of the arguments, or some combination of these and/or other possibilities.

