Course Descriptions and Requirements

Engl 101 “Freshman Writing” is a course that introduces students to the writing of arguments. It also enables students to cultivate their ability to analyze the writing of others and to research academic topics. While the particular content of the reading-assignments varies among sections, the course ultimately seeks to extend the students’ understanding of and control over the general conventions of academic and public discourse. More specifically, this class teaches students how to generate and arrange ideas, how to make and support claims, how to revise and edit a draft, how to stylize particular sentences for maximum effectiveness, how to conduct library research and incorporate quotes from others, and, most broadly, how to begin to take part in the kinds of conversations that define the university.

Enls 263 “Expository Writing” is a course on the essay as both a tool for exploring a particular subject and a written record of that exploration. Students read creative non-fiction by well-known writers (historical and/or contemporary) then use these texts as models to analyze and imitate, and as occasions for their own writing. Texts have included Best American Essays of 2004 (and other years), anthologies of canonical non-fiction, Eight Modern Essayists, Tell It Slant, Writing With Power, and Style: Ten Lessons in Clarity and Grace, among others. 

Enls 365 “Persuasive Writing” is a course on the technical and theoretical dimensions of argumentative writing. Students engage various models of argumentative writing, from those associated with the ancients to those derived from the ideas of Toulmin or Rogers.  In addition to issues of strategy, students also consider the nature of argument in broader perspectives as integral to public and professional discourses, processes of consensus-building, and non-binary thought.  Texts have included The Craft of Argument, Everything’s An Argument, and Ancient Rhetoric for Contemporary Students, among others. 
Teachers of these writing courses must: 

· require that students write at least 30pp (this total can be distributed over a wide variety of  assignments – short daily papers, longer projects, revisions, exams, exercises, etc).

· give students at least five writing assignments, at least one of which involves revision of earlier work. 

· give students at least one assignment that requires some library research.

· devote at least some portion of the class to teaching students how to avoid plagiarism

· distribute a syllabus on the first day of class and make it available to students who add the class to their schedules during those early days of the semester.

· include in the syllabus a course-description, a list of textbooks that are required or recommended for the course, an explanation of how final grades will be derived,  and also policy-statements regarding attendance, plagiarism, the honor code, “late”  papers, and grading criteria.

· submit syllabi, assignments, hand-outs, and all other written documents related to the course to the Director of Composition for inclusion in a teaching portfolio.

· hold two office hours per week if teaching one course, three if teaching two courses.

· schedule at least one individual conference with each student before or near midterm.

· give paper assignments in writing.

· return graded papers to students no more than two weeks after receiving them.

· comment on papers at least once per page and then write a longer  comment at the end, ideally one that suggests possible revisions.

· remind students to keep all of their written work in a portfolio.

· attend all staff meetings.

